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I\ew Mex ico. like so many othe r sta tes, has outg ro wn her ex isting cap ito l buildin gs, Altho ugh additi uns to the uld sta te admi nistra tive complex wer e ma de
as recentl y as 1950, ther e exists tod ay a ser ious sho rtage of office spaces. Severa l govern me ntal offices are
housed in ren ted bui ldin gs, the legislative chambe rs
and committee rooms are tota ll y inadequ ate for pr esent
need s, fili ng s pacc is at a pr em ium and several state
offi ces are restra ined from co nversion to sys tems of
more effic ient mechan ical bookkeeping by lack of fr ee
floor areas required by the large ma chines.
Fa ced with thi s need for additio na l office space
now as well as the certa inty of substantia l g ro wth in
the near future, former Governor Edwin Mechem wisel y
realized the need for a th or ough -goin g inves tigation
o f needs and p lanning possibilities bef or e plungin g into a piece-meal bui lding program. This was a sag ac ious
decisi on on the Governor 's part and one for whi ch Ne w
Mexico ma y well be thankfu l in co ming decad es.
The fir st move of Gov. Mech em and the Ca pitol
Buildings and Imp roment Commissio n (c. B. I. C.)
was to sec ure the' se rvices of Criffenhagen -Kr oeger , l nc.,
co nsult ants in public administration and finan ce, to
study th e req uire ments of the va r ious sta te off ices and
to pr oject their growth in personn el an d space require.
ment s for the next twent y yea rs. Th e results of thi s
inqu ir y indi cat ed the int era ct ion a nd locati un of the
va rio us dep art ments and agencies as well as the amo unt
o f fl oor area that would be needed for ex pansion.
With thi s rep ort in hand the Governor and th e
C. B. I. C. turn ed to Ar chi tects Assoc iated of Sa nta Fc
to develop a ma ster plan for the state bui ld ings for th e
co ming twenty yea rs. Ar chitects Associated is a
collaborative of three ind ep end ent Sa nta Fe arehitectural firm s: Rob ert Pl eu enber g, Phillippe Regi ster , and
J ohn Conro n· David Lent. Th e ass ocia tion of these
firm s was co nce ived in orde r to bring to the so lution
of the problem a br oad ba se o f backgrounds a nd
ta lent s with the u ltimate objec tive of providing a sche me
which recogniz es the unique architectural heritage of
an ta Fe and lew Mexico as a wh ol e.
The fir st probl em to be faced hy Ar chitects
Associated was a big on e - whether to retain and ex-

pand the present ca pito l site ur to move to a com ple tely
new locati on . Tw o potenti al sites fig ured prominentl y
in their deliberations. One was a 200 acr e pl ot on the
hill ab ove an ta Fe on ce occ up ied by Fort Marcy.
Th e othe r was a fla t 34. acr e area un the south side of
thc city where the state penin teutiary on ce stood.
T hr ee factor s in particu lar indicat ed the decision
to re tai n the p resent locat ion. One was the re pla cement
cost on a new site of severa l perfectly se rvicea ble bu il d.
ings. A seco nd was the improbab ili ty of rea lrzinsr substantia l sums from the sale of th e pr esent state gr~u n ds
and bui ld ings. Th e thi rd factor conce rne d the impor t.
an ce of co ntin uing the int egral rel ati on of sta te offices
with the co m merc ia l heart of a nta Fe ab out th e old
P laza . Th e rem ova l of go vern me nta l offices to eithe r
the Fort Marcy or old penit entiary g ro unds would ins ure the gro wth of a new bu sin ess distri ct in cl ose
pr oximity to th e new site. A sma ll ci ty lik e Santa Fe
canno t sup port two maj or bu sin ess cente rs . The pr esent
pr oximi ty of govern menta l offi ces to the stores and
restaurant s uf the Plaza are convenient for state ernployees, busin ess men and touri sts alike. Architects Associated recomm end ed not onIy the retention of
thi s work ing rel ati on of the two areas but th e stre ng th.
ening of it by devel oping att rac tive walkways to tie
togeth er the Pl aza a nd capi tol sect ions.
Th e decision to re ta in a nd ex pa nd th e ca pitol 10'
cation was a lso recommend ed by the firm of Harm on,
O'D onn ell. Henninger a nd Associat es, professiona l plan.
ner s who pr epared the co mpre he ns ive plan for th e
city of Santa Fe, by the tat e Planning Offi ce and
applaud ed by c ivic and bu sin ess leaders in Santa Fe.
Th e wisdom o f the decision is fur ther born out by the
recent ex pe r ience of the sta te of Ne w York whi ch in
the lat e 110'5 started to move part of its govern men tal
departm en ts to a new site three mil es di stant fr om th e
ca p ito l g ro unds. But in 1962, a fte r the co nstruc tion
of so me ten buildings, it is now recomm ended that
the sta te g ive up the new ca mp us and once again conso lidate all offices in the neighborh ood of th e old
Ca pitol.
T his initial recomm end ati on of the Ar chitects As·
soc iated was acce pted in Ma y, 1962 by Gov. Mechem

NMA Jan uar y · F ebrua r y , '63

13

and the C. B. I. e. who instructed the A. A. to proceed
with a detailed study of site and space needs of th e
ca pitol for the next twent y year period. Utilizing th e
detailed fore casts of the Griffenhagen - Kroeger report ,
thi s stud y was carried through in the summer of ] 962
and was presented to the e.B.I.e. on Novemb er fifteenth. The model her e illustrated was constructed at
that time and the final report, was issued as a hard bound bro chure in ea rly January.
Before summa r izing the sa lient cha rac ter istics of
the Ar chitects Associated's master-pian , it should be
stated emphatica lly that the plan does 1101 att empt th e
design of specific buildings. All they wer e ask ed to do
and all they att empt is to study site and space needs and
indi cat e a basic approach to the spatial cha rac ter of
the ca p itol complex. Th e co nce pts and sugges tions th ey
propose ma y be summar ized und er four main headings:
vested resp onsibilit y for the ca pitol's improvement ,
overa ll site conside ra tions, th e spatia l character of th e
ca pito l complex and cer tain recomm endations concerning the ar chitectural cha racter of the complex .
As to the a utho r ity for th e long-range ca pito l improvement pr ogram , the Ar chitects Associat ed pr op ose
that resp onsibilit y and overa ll g uidance be vested in a
stro nger Capitol Buildings Improvement Commission
appointed by the Govern or. Terms of offi ce sho uld be
stagge re d so that memb er s and ther efore policies do not
change with each new administration . Legi slation to
create such a co mmission is to be pr esent ed at the 1963
legislative session .
To assist the Commission in carry ing out the proposed ca pitol plan , th e employ ment of a supervising or
advi sing ar chitect is stro ng ly recomm end ed. Thi s architect sho uld be a firm or indi vidual currently in practice in lew Mexico and familiar with the abilities of
the state's practicin g architects.
Th e C. B. I. C. would he resp onsible for th e selection of archit ects for each new building proj ect.
Th e su pervising arc hitect as a sta ff arm of th e commission would be ca lle d up on to see that th e designs for
each new building wer e coo rdinated with the master
plan. It would al so be his respo nsibility peri odi call y
to review the overa ll plan to reconunend rev isions as
chang ing tim es and co nd itions might warrant.
Ar chitects Associated considere d the possibil ity of establish ing legal contro ls and sta ndards to gov14

ern land coverage, building height s and the architectural sty le or cha rac ter. Th ey decid ed, how ever , that it
would be bett er to allow a sensitive Commission and
its ad visor y ar chit ect to int erpret th e ba sic plan in the
Iight of cha nging conditions and events. Th e Ar chitects
Associated realize that they ca nnot hope to for see all
the for ces or problems which will pr esent themselves
as eac h new building project unfolds. So that whil e the
gro up feel s strongl y that a consistency of design must
pr evail through the entire expansion program and beyond. it must not hinder or stifle the search for the
best ar chitectural solution to eac h proj ect by statutory
restrictions.
Th er e is of co urse dan ger that each new ar chitect
will endeavo r to cre ate a " new ar chitecture" with each
new building. On the oth er hand, it should be pointed
out that eve n the most restricti ve of architectural controls ca nnot insure goo d or even ca pable design.
A Ca pito l Buildings Imp rovement Commission
with out benefit of restr ictive contro ls but ad vised by its
supervising ar chitect takes up on itself a diffi cult task.
It must see that each new building fits int o th e s pir it
of the co mplex and contr ibutes to a cohere nt whol e.
lti matel y the burden of r esp onsibility must fall
squa re ly up on thi s living, thinking commission r ather
than up on an inanimate law.
A seco nd gro up of recomm endations conce rn th e
site. Th e State will hav e to acquire additional property
in th e ar ea of the pr esent Capitol to th e extent of 12
acr es. Th e new plan requires 35 acr es wher eas present
holdings amount to about 13 acre s.
Th e boundaries of th e capitol complex sho uld be
apparent but the planner s rej ect the su per -block ap proach with gove rn ment buildings set off from th e r est
of the city by maj or art eri es. Th e Architects Associated
rea lize the charac ter of adjace nt ar eas will hav e a definite influence and they are ther efor e co ncerne d ab out
th e cha rac ter of th ese neighb orh oods. Th e planner s
sugges t mean s of prese rv ing the resid ential zone to th e
south by scree ning it fr om through tr affi c that will be
routed a long lanhattan Stree t.
In keeping with the idea of avo id ing supe r-blocks,
the decision was rea ched to retain Don Gaspar Street.
It was felt that thi s stree t was esse ntia l for the fl ow
of tra ffic into the centra l Plaza ar ea fr om the southern
pa rt of the city, and a stree t pa ssin g through the ca p ito l
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ca mpus would allow access to additional parking ar eas
and enable visitors to driv e through the capitol grounds.
A deliberate att empt mu st be mad e, however, to avoid
the feeling of a main traffic way bisectin g th e campus.
Thi s defect could be avoid ed by doin g awa y with th e
usual asphalt pavement and curbing which mak e the
shar p distin ction between the street and its bordering
sidewalks and lawns . Instead , the entire ar ea between
buildings frontin g on this "s treet" might be pav ed with
a vari ety of mat erials lik e bri ck, cobblestone and variedtextured concrete arranged in a pattern of panels.
Traffic lan es could be defin ed by panels of pl anting
or textured materi al s or by bollards. By changing the
texture and feel and sound of the contact between aut omobile tir es and pavem ent , the driv er could be reminded
to pro ceed with due caution and att ention. And the
varied colors and textures of the panels of thi s pavement could also relate to the wall s of the buildings
or the planting.
Maximum use would be mad e of the Sa nta Fe
ri ver. As the ri ver passes the capi tol, it shou ld become
a n int ergr al part of the overa ll land scap e plan. Th e
State Park Commi ssion and the city of Santa Fe must
coope rate with the C. B. I. C. to create a park alon g
the riv er. The land scap ed embankment, which is effective furth er up the river (to the eas t), sho uld be pr olonged downstr eam at least as far west as the pr oposed new highw ay cross ing at Jeffer son Stree t. Th e
Arcihtects Assoc iated recomm end the construc tion of
low dams al ong the ri ver to retain the small amounts
of water that flow during the dr y seaso ns.
Lastl y the planners counsel deliberate efforts to
bind together the thr ee principle nucl ei of downtown
Santa Fe: the main Plaza business ar ea, the Federal
buildings to the north and the state Capi tol complex
three bl ocks to the south. Pl ant ed walkways and p ort al s
ar e two of the mea ns sugges ted to achieve this.
Th e plan pr op osed by Arc h itects Associat ed is delib eratel y compac t and pedestrian in feelin g. Developed
about a series of large and small cour ts and patios,
there is extensive use of screening wall s and portal covere d walk s. Th e land abo ut the buildings and th e
land enclose d by the buildings must ha ve th e same completeness of design as the ac tual buildings themselves.
Th e visitor will be led thr ough a sequence of spaces of
contr asting size and character and these will be ca refull y planted and animated by fountains. TIllis the ca re-

ful and intensive development of the spaces about the
ca pitol will form a contrast to the vast ex panses that
lie beyond the limits of the city. Th e ca pitol ar ea will
become a kind of hospitabl e oas is.
Th e planting here sho uld refl ect the varied flora
of New Mexico. Aspen and pin e of the high sierra
ar eas can be used in lar ger courts ; th e fruit orchards
of the Spanish villages recalled'' in oth ers. Within walled
patios the plants ca n augment the sense of refr eshment.
Th e sta rk austerity of the desert can be used as a foil to
the stro ng " Mesa wall s" of some of the buildings.
Benches, signs, tra sh receptacles, tel eph one booth s,
constr uctio n for illuminati on and simila r items of "o utdoor furniture" will appea r thr oughout the ar ea. [ u rn erous and conspicuous, these important elements can
be used to identify the ca pitol grounds and to express
the atmo sph ere of Santa Fe. When one considers how
man y other wise fin e developm ent s have fail ed their
visua l p otent ial becau se of or dinary, standard furnitur e. he will reali ze that it is imp erative that all such
be " des igned" rather than merel y picked from a handy
catalog.
Th e C. B. I. C. must tak e a strong stand and insist that all utiliti es in the ar ea be pla ced und er gr ound.
Outdoor lighting is anoth er area which must be carefull y considered. Lighting ca n be varied and appropriat e to the object or area to be illuminated.
Altho ugh the ca pitol -cam pus must be accessibl e
a nd invitin g to all citizens, it must also pr ovid e enough
pri vacy and qui et and goo d working conditions for its
staff. Thi s calls for subtle planning to pro vid e separate
traffic pattern s for the two groups. Thi s is particularly
tru e in the Legislati ve building wher e a differ ence in
level s is indi cated as a mean s of keepin g legislators
and publi c observers sepa ra te.
Th e Arc hitects Assoc iated al so felt that ca re sho uld
be taken that the ca pitol gro unds of the future do not
become desert ed as soon as work hour s are over.
Tourists and visitors now coming upon th e ca pitol
z rounds on week-end s or on a weekda y evening find
~ desert ed multi-milli on dollar wasteland. Continuity of
acti viti es "after five" might be ass ured by locating restaurant s in the area . Thi s would not only benefit the
state office work ers during the da y, it would attract
the evening visitor with the ir park-l ike enviro nment.
Th ese establishments could take for m, depending on
their locati on, of terrace dining, a sidewalk cafe, or a
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pati o restaurant. Suc h features would ce r ta in ly add t o
th e total design. In addition th e c ra ft a nd art sho p de vel opment a lo ng De Va rg as tr eet co uld also help to
animate th e neighhorh ood after off ice hours.
The ca p ito l is th e sea t and working ce nte r of gov ern me n t j it is al so th e image o f govern me nt. As such
it mu st he imposing and it mu st g ive th e feeling of
aceessihility to it s citizens and it sho uld ex p ress th e
nature and hi st ory o f th e area it self. The ca p ito l plan
and its architectural co nce pt that th e Architect s Associa ted ha s evo lved sho w th e results of a ca ref ul anal ysis of Sa nta Fe and th e sta te as a wh ol e. 1 ell' Mexi co
is unique in its mingling of cult ures - Indian , S pa nish Co lo n ia l and Yankee. And yet th e state sta nds
sq ua re ly in th e middle of th e At omic Ag e. The buildin gs o f o ur sta te ca pito l mu st ex press thi s co m p lex yet
harmoni ou s ju xtapositi on o f cu lt ures. This wa s th e
go a l o f th e A rch itect s Associa ted, not th e c rea tio n o f
j us t a no ther sta te ca pi to l huild ing.

The " Mesa wa ll" for ms were evo lve d to a llow a rch itec ts to ac h ie ve th e a dde d large loft buildings with
vas t, free fl oo r a re as a nd th er ef ore in crease th e likeliho od o f th eir usefulness in th e futur e. These g re at
walls ca n assi st buildings to turn th eir ba ck s o n noi sy

Thc buildings to be used in th e area are of two
typ es : th e " Mesa wall " an d a n ex te n t io n o f th e " Terr ito ria l." Th e " Mesa wa ll" stro ng, massive, with
fl owing s urfaces suggests th e Ind ian civ iliza tio n as at
P uebl o Bonito as well a someth ing of th e erod ing
mesa th at are so charac teristic of Ne w Mexico. T he
second co nce p t. th e "Territor ia l," derives from ea rly
Ang lo da ys in New Mex ico. T he pa n ish trad ition is
recalled by th e close-kni t, pa tio co ncep t o f planning
ra ther th a n by th e introdu ction of another sty le of arch itec tu re . But it shou ld he remem be re d th at th e A r chi tec ts ssociated is ca ll ing for an extension of th ese
traditional a rc hi tec t u res - not mer el y thei r im itation.
Th e ne w buil dings eve n th o ugh embodyi ng sy m pa the tic
ec hoes o f the past m us t still be lo ng clea rly to th e prescnt.
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streets or monoton ous pa rkin g lots and the)' a llo w for
a full usc of roofs of the bui ldings. Th e " Te rr itor ia l"
concept is mor e forma l and is br oken by frequ ent windows. Th e sty le ca n be used for the taller , mor e conven tiona l bui ldings. Furtherm ore num er ous " Te rr itorial " portals will traverse the complex and tie th e
var iou s buildings togeth er. Th e use of th is Territor ial
man ner was in part dicta ted by the style of the four
existing bui ld ings th at ar c being retain ed, but it will
also form a striking contras t to the low-lying " Mesa
wall" design s.
Th e fine arts must be an integral part of th e architecture and landscaping. Sculpture, mural s and
mosai c sho uld be woven int o the basic form of th e
camp us. A va r iety of archit ectura l, landsca pe an d artistic focal poin ts must be used so that the complex
will be visua lly enticing and avoid the monoton y of
ster ile instituti ona l ap pea ra nce.

As to actual bui ldi ngs, the Arch itects Assoc iated
reco mmend the retention of four principle buildings of
the present state ca pito l : the present exec utive wing,
Ann ex # 2. the former land office bui lding and the
Supre me Court bui lding. Th e old Capitol of 1900 date
wou ld be demolished as would Ann ex #1 and the Health
and Welfare bui ld ings. T he pla nner s establish the ord er
o f prior ity for new constr uction, sta rting with a new
Executive bui ld ing and then the Sta te Library. Th ey ar e
specific and pract ica l a lso in their sugges tions of wher e
age ncies will be hou sed pending the construc tion of
their proj ected quar ters. As one read s their rep ort , he
hegin s to realize that despite th eir ima gina tive so lutions and fresh insight s, Ar chitects Associa ted hav e pr oduced no flim sy castle in the air. This ca pito l improvement plan is based upon thorou gh investiga tion and
ca re ful ana lvsis. And it deserv es in turn the att en tion
and su pp ort 'of every a rchitect in New Iexico. - B. B.

WHITE PRINTS

COMMON

BRICK

PHOTOCOPIES

FACE

FILM WORK

COMPLETE

REPRODUCTION SERVICE
Dealers for:

• Frederick Post Co.
• Para Tone lneerp,

BRICK

ARCHITECTS SUPPLIES
ENGINEERS SUPPLIES

HOLLOW
STRUCTURAL

TILE
SCR and HOLLOW

BRICK

distributors for

acme
BRICK COMPANY
samples & literature
on request

KINNEY BRICK

• Plan Hold Corp.
• Rotolite Sales Corp.

COMPANY, INC.

• Vemco

P. O. Box 86
Ph. TRinity 7· 1130
Office at Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street

DOWNTOWN
417 FOURTH N.W. • 247-9565
HEIGHTS
128 QUINCY N.E. • 255·8606

Albuquerque, New Mexico

NM A Ja nuar y - F ebrua r y , '63

]7

general
pumi ce
corp ora tion
santa fe
new
mexico

Specify
Quality on
Your Tile Jobs.
Mosaic Wall and F loor Tile
Monarc h Wa ll Tile
Carlyle Quar r y Tile

FORM ICA . . . the new romance
in laminated plastics.

Crest Thin - Set

Sink tops, cabinet tops, counters, bars, display areas .
these are but a few of the many uses you have with Formica.
Formica will not crack or craze, is unharmed by alcohol, fruit
acids, bailing water or temperatures up to Tl5 degrees. Nineteen exciting new colors to choose from. Use this attractive,
durable plastic laminate for all of your home building needs.

Macco Adhesives

All represented in
New Mexico by
Distr ibuted by

Southwest Ceramic Dist.
DIV ISION OF

~I:W

MI:XICf) MAl?I3LI:
A,...V TILl: co., I,...C.

243-5541

-

414 Second St., S.W.
Albuquerque

18

PHONE 344-2317
312 I NDUST RIAL NE
P. O. BOX 1098
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO

NMA Januar y - Febr uary, ' 63

CONTRACT INTERIORS
Joe Eckert Huber, AID

IDEAS
GALORE
AND
SO

MUCH
MORE

3225 Cent ral Avenue, East and Winrock 99
Albuquerque
Dial 265-6966

I N C O RPO R AT ED

How to end up in the

It's easy when you install an air conditioning system. Simply
buy the major components from different manufacturers-refrigera·
tion equipment here, cooling and heating coils there and fans
somewhere else. Put them together. Then try to fix responsibility
for their performance. And there you are-right in the middle.
Perhaps you've saved a few dollars. But whom will you call if
mechanical trouble develops? Which component needs attention?
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owner should trouble come. for our company and our dealers maintain the largest and best-trained service organizationin the business.
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